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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MAPUTO 0165 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL MZ 

SUBJECT: MOZAMBIQUE FLOOD REPORT 
REF: MAPUTO 155 (NOTAL) 

1 . PRESS REPORTS FEBRUARY 18 INDICATE THAT FLOOD SITUATION 
ALONG THE LIMPOPO RIVER IS IMPROVING. WATERS ARE RECEDING: 
HOWEVER, VAST AREAS REMAIN INUNDATED. PRESS REPORTED THAT 
TWENTY-FIVE ARE KNOWN DEAD, BUT AN UNKNOWN NUMBER ARE 
MISSING. 

COMMENT: THIS NUMBER SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER THAN THE 300 
ESTIMATED DEATHS REPORTED YESTERDAY. OFFICIALS RETURNED 
FROM FLOOD AREAS, HOWEVER, CONTEND THAT THE NUMBER OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DEAD AND MISSING ARE MUCH GREATER THAN 25. 

2. AS OF 1700 HOURS LOCAL TIME, GPRM HAD NOT YET ISSUED 
OFFICIAL APPEAL FOR EMERGENCY DISASTER RELIEF. AN INTER- 
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE, WHICH HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO ASSESS 
DAMAGE AND ISSUE APPEAL, HAS BEEN MEETING THROUGHOUT DAY. 
DE PRF.F. 
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